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ADDITIONAL NOTICE. 

(Printed by order of Council.) 



Letter from the Baron Von der Dechen to Sir Roderick I. Murchison, 
announcing the departure of his new Expedition into the Interior of Eastern- 
Africa. 

Mr dear Sib, Thula Harbour, 21st June, 1865. 

After nearly seven months of tedious preparation we have at last finished 
our work, and are now under way. My original intention was to try again 
the Ozy and Dana Rivers, and after exploring these, to turn to the North and 
visit every river, obtaining thus an idea of the hydrography of the East Coast 
north of Zanzibar. But I had to alter my plans, not being able to hire or buy 
a small vessel to bring up a supply of coals to the mouth of one of these rivers, 
and directed my course straight to Thula, 1° s. lat., where I had previously 
sent a stock of coals. There are two rivers here, the Thula and the Shamba, 
both of which I shall examine, and when I have finished I shall proceed to 
ascend the Jub. Whether these two rivers are really fresh-water streams, or 
merely long creeks extending 20 miles or more inland, I do not yet know, as 
the people on the island here are too much afraid to go over to the mainland 
occupied by the Gallas. I start myself for the Thula Biver with three white 
and four black companions, in my steam-launch, and will try to get up as high 
as possible, so as to ascertain if it be worth while to ascend in the larger 
steamer. If the result be unfavourable, I shall do the same with the Shamba, 
and if there is also no chance there, I start off to the Jub, although the bar of 
the Jub is very dangerous at this time of the year. 

Captain Parr, of H.M. ship Lyra, who had previously done me the kindness 
of giving me a passage from Seychelles to Zanzibar, accompanied me, taking 
my little steamer in tow. It took us five days to reach this place, including 
a stoppage of two and a half days at Lamoo. During the whole time Captain 
Parr showed the greatest interest in my expedition, and did everything to be 
useful to me. Our passage was not a very nice one, the sea being very high 
and the wind rather fresh, but the Welf behaved splendidly and made no water 
at all, thanks to the care which Lieutenant Knight had taken in overlooking 
the work when the steamer was put together. The members of the expedi- 
tion are all in good health ; except a few slight cases of fever, we have had no 
sickness. I have with me ten Europeans (including myself) and thirty-two 
black fellows, two of whom were Speke's men. It is heavy work getting along 
with them : but patience and firmness will, I hope, triumph at last over obsti- 
nacy and indolence. I shall not take more than fifteen or twenty men with 
me on the land journey, for I shall make my luggage as light as possible, and 
hire porters, if necessary, on my way. I have always found that it is the best 
to live like the natives of the country one travels in and leave all European 
comforts behind. My companions will find it rather hard work, but they must 
bear it as I shall be obliged to do. 

If an opportunity occurs to send you a letter, I will let you know the results 
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of my examination of the Thula and Shamba ; if not, I hope that one of Her 
Majesty's cruisers may call at Juba if they are anywhere near this part of the 
coast. I will send a letter to the senior officer of the station, asking him to 
give an order to do so, if possible. 

0. Von dbr Decken. 

[News has subsequently been received of a series of disasters having hap- 
pened to the Baron's expedition. His steam-vessels have been wrecked on the 
bar of the Jub, and sickness has disabled some of his party. No further com- 
munication direct from him has, however, at present reached the Society.] 



